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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings were received on 07/17/03. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-17, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kovales (US Pub No: 2004/0022371). 

As to claim 1, Kovales discloses a process for recording a greeting or message 
for a voice mail system comprising (col. 2, par. [0019-0020]): placing a CD on which is 
recorded at least one track of background music or sound effects into a CD player (col. 

4. par. [0044-0045]); accessing a menu on the voice mail system for recording 
messages and proceeding through the menu to a prompt for starting a recording (col. 6, 
par. [0055-0056]); and, enabling the CD player to play the track while a user records the 
greeting or message (col. 3, par. [0039]), the background music or sound effects being 
recorded together with the speaker's voice so that both are simultaneously recorded in 
the voice mail system (col. 2, par. [0019-0020], and col. 3, par. [0036]), the background 
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music or sound effect being subsequently heard whenever the greeting or message is 
replayed (col. 5, par. [0047]). 

As to claim 2, Kovales further disclose the process of claim 1 further including 
formatting the CD with multiple track segments each of which includes background 
music or a sound effect that can be used as background for the recording (col. 4, par. 
[0045]). 

As to claim 3, Kovales further discloses the process of claim 1 further including 
placing an audible (col. 3, par. [0039]), distinctive note at the beginning of the track, the 
note being used to synchronize the background music or sound effect with the 
beginning of the recording (col. 3, par. [0035-0038]). 

As to claim 4, Kovales further discloses the process of claim 3 in which the tone 
is an audible note which can be one of i) a frequency outside the bandwidth of the voice 
mail system, or ii) a frequency inside the bandwidth of the voice mail system, or iii) a 
complex sound (See col. 6, par. [0056-0067]). 

As to claim 5, Kovales further discloses the process of claim 3 further including 
placing an audible note at the end of the track, the note being used to synchronize the 
background music or sound effect with the end of the recording (See col. 3, par. [0036], 
and col. 6, par. [0056]). 

As to claim 7, Kovales further discloses the process of claim 3 further including 
playing the CD until the audible note is heard and then pausing play of the CD "playing 
the CD has pausing button, col. 11, par. [0014-0015]" until the user is ready to record 
(col. 6, par. [0056]). 
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As to claim 8, Kovales further discloses the process of claim 7 further including 
recommencing play of the CD ' such as a removable diskette or other media which 
may be locally attached, col. 3, par. [0039]" when the user begins recording the 
greeting or message (col. 4, par. [0045]). 

As to claim 9, Kovales further discloses the process of claim 8 further including 
continuing play of the CD throughout the recording interval so there is a continuous 
background throughout the greeting or message (col. 7, par. [0066]). 

As to claim 10, Kovales further discloses the process of claim 8 further including 
stopping play of the CD prior to the beginning of the greeting or message so the 
background serves as an introduction to the greeting or message (col. 7, par. [0062]). 

As to claim 11, Kovales discloses a process for recording a greeting or message 
for a voice mail system comprising (col. 2, par. [0019-0020]): accessing an internet 
website on which is recorded at least one track or audio clip of background music or 
sound effects and selecting an audio clip to be recorded on the voice mail system (col. 
3, par. [0039]); accessing a menu on the voice mail system for recording messages and 
proceeding through the menu to a prompt for starting a recording (col. 6. par. [0055- 
0056], and col. 7, par. [0068]); and, enabling play of the selected audio clip from the 
website while a user records the greeting or message on the voice mail system (col. 10, 
par. [0086-0087]), the background music or sound effects being recorded together with 
the speaker's voice so that both are simultaneously recorded on the voice mail system 
(col. 2, par. [0019-0020], col. 3, par. [0036], col. 7, par. [0066]), the background music 
or sound effect being synchronized with the greeting or message (col. 5, par. [0047]). 
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As to claim 12, Kovales discloses a process for recording a greeting or message 
for a voice mail system comprising (col. 2, par. [0019-0020]): placing a CD on which is 
recorded at least one track of background music or sound effects into a CD player (col. 
3, par. [0039], and col. 4, par. [0045]; and, enabling the CD player to play the track while 
a user records the greeting or message on the voice mail system (col. 3, par. [0039]), 
the background music or sound effects being recorded together with the speaker's voice 
so that both are simultaneously recorded on the voice mail system (col. 2, par. [0019- 
0020], and col. 3, par. [0036]), the background music or sound effect being 
synchronized with the greeting or message (col. 3, par. [0036], and col. 6, par. [0056]). 

As to claim 13, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 3. 

As to claim 14, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 5. 

As to claim 15, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 

10. 

As to claim 16, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 9. 

As to claim 17, Kovales discloses a CD for use in for recording a greeting or 
message for a voice mail system comprising (col. 3, par. [0039]): a disc on which is 
recorded at least one track of background music or special effects (col. 4, par. [0044- 
0045]), the disc being played together with the recording of a voice speaking a greeting 
or message so they are simultaneously recorded (col. 2, par. [0019-0020], and col. 3, 
par. [0036]); and, an audible note at the beginning of the track used to synchronize the 
background music or sound effect with the beginning of the recording (col. 3, par. [0035- 
0038]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/621,841 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2687 

As to claim 20, Kovales further discloses the CD of claim 17 which is a stereo 
disk "other media which may be locally attached" (col. 3, par. [0039]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6, 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kovales in view of Kosoburd (US Pub No: 2003/0206503). 

As to claim 6, Kovales discloses all the limitation in claim 1. However, Kovales 
does not specific disclose the process of claim 5 in which the CD includes multiple 
tracks each having multiple segments. 

Kosoburd discloses the process of claim 5 in which the CD includes multiple 
tracks each having multiple segments (col. 1, par. [0002], and col. 2, par. [0016-0017]). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the CD includes multiple tracks as taught by Kosoburd to 
the process of Kovales in order to having a useful in operating the drive. 

As to claim 18, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 6. 

As to claim 19, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 5. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Doss (US Pub No: 2003/0193558) discloses "Media-enhanced greetings and/or 
responses in communication systems". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHUOC H DOAN whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, LESTER G KINCAID can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Phuoc Doan 
05/06/05 



LESTER G. KINCAID 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




